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English 125 
Spitery, Sarah. “Fleeting Ferry Fix.” Unpublished manuscript, University of Michigan. 
21 October 2011. 21 January 2015. 
 
After being instructed to write about a place stuck in time, I wrote about the ferry boat 
between Hyannis Port and Nantucket to create Fleeting Ferry Fix. I interpreted the phrase 
“stuck in time” to mean a place stuck in limbo. The ferry neither belongs in Hyannis Port 
or Nantucket, leaving it in a constant state of movement between two fixed points. I 
related the ferry to my personal point in time as I was caught between different stages of 
life when I wrote the essay. The imagery and adjectives work well within this piece; it 
turned out to be a narrative non-fiction essay before I really knew what that meant. 
Fleeting Ferry Fix was also very obvious in its message. Were I to rewrite this piece, I 
would make the message subtler. This was one of my first experiences with creative 
writing and it set me up well to take some lessons learned during the creation of the essay 
to future projects.  
 
English 225 
Spitery, Sarah. “There Are (Not) Plenty More Fish in the Sea.” Unpublished manuscript, 
University of Michigan. 30 January 2012. 21 January 2015. 
 
This essay was a rhetorical analysis that analyzed the arguments used in Daniel Pauly’s 
article “Aquacalypse Now.” I discussed Pauly’s use of ethos, pathos, style, tone, and 
organization to evaluate his analysis of the fishing industry. Although this essay was 
more straight-forward than other essays I had completed in college by the time There Are 
(Not) Plenty More Fish in the Sea was written, I used some of the imagery and catchy 
sentences I had started writing in English 125 to draft a more interesting introduction and 
add color to the otherwise boring subject. The language and organization of this essay are 
strong, but it was clearly created earlier on in my college career as the sentence structure 
lacks variety and the format follows the 5-paragraph ABCD structure I was taught in high 
school to use for literary analyses.  
 
Writing from outside coursework 
Spitery, Sarah. Admission Essay to the Stephen M. Ross School of Business. 
Unpublished manuscript, University of Michigan. 30 March 2012. 21 January 2015. 
 
This was an admission essay to the Stephen M. Ross School of Business written towards 
the end of my freshman year. The prose was in response to the following question: 
Describe why you want to pursue a BBA degree at the Ross School of Business, and how 
the Ross experience wills support your personal and professional goals? This was one of 
two essays that earned me acceptance into the BBA program, and my writing had clearly 
progressed by this point after one year of college. I had left the old stand-by 
organizational tactics behind and learned the difference between creative and professional 



writing. This essay is an example of professional writing, which I continued to develop 
throughout my career at the business school. It is direct, well-researched, and uses brevity 
to send a substantial message in a limited number of words.  
 
English 325 
Spitery, Sarah. “Inhale.” Unpublished manuscript, University of Michigan. 28 October 
2012. 21 January 2015 
 
Inhale was written when our instructor asked us to write a non-fiction narrative essay 
about a memory. By the start of sophomore year when Inhale was created, the difference 
between styles of writing was much clearer in my mind than it previously had been. I 
used this opportunity to experiment with structure to create a sense of organized chaos 
throughout the essay. I chose to write about my brother’s experiences with epilepsy 
because I knew it would lend itself well to the prompt in addition to providing me with an 
outlet to document the experience. Inhale quickly became one of my favorite pieces 
because it was the most personal work I had completed at the time, and the class 
responded to the points I had intended them to during the workshop. Although Inhale was 
created during the middle of my college career, it is one of my most advanced pieces due 
to the quality of the language and thought that went into crafting the essay. The success 
of this piece inspired me to think more seriously about creative writing in future classes 
and as a pass-time after college.  
 
BA 201 
Spitery, Sarah. Untitled. Unpublished manuscript, University of Michigan. 15 April 2013. 
21 January 2015.  
 
Towards the end of BA 201, I was instructed to write about the type of leader I wanted to 
become and how I intended to develop myself to have the qualities of a leader (since it’s 
assumed that all Ross BBAs will inevitably become leaders one day). I picked female 
leaders I looked up to for certain qualities they possessed and then outlined a four-step 
action plan that I needed to complete in order to truly become a leader. The message in 
this essay could be much stronger, but the style of the piece illustrates where I was at in 
my writing development by the end of sophomore year. It incorporated a professional 
tone that I had been trained to use in Ross, but it also retained more interesting literary 
elements that I had taken away from creative English classes. This essay was an 
important stepping-stone to further develop my voice and style for professional writing 
projects. 
 
RCSSCI 365 
Spitery, Sarah. “Obstacles to Reform in American Public Schools.” Unpublished 
manuscript, University of Michigan. 31 October 2013. 21 January 2015. 
 
In a course focused on the politics of education, we were assigned multiple argumentative 
research papers over the course of the semester to synthesize the points made during our 
class discussion. In this essay, I argued that the individualistic culture of the United States 
prevents the reform that American Public Schools need so direly. To capture readers’ 



attention in the beginning of the essay, I found a real example of one of the issues I 
discussed during the body of the essay. I attempted to humanize the problem so people 
could relate to the subject of the essay better. To strengthen my argument, I backed up 
my points with hard evidence and statistics in addition to readings from class to ensure 
that the skeleton of the essay was well supported. This essay is a strong sample of my 
argumentative writing capabilities. 
 
Spitery, Sarah. “The Role of Student Choice in Public School Curriculum.” Unpublished 
manuscript, University of Michigan. 29 November 2013. 21 January 2015.  
 
This essay contained my argument for increased student choice in American public 
schools; it is another solid example of my argumentative writing capabilities, which is 
why I have included it in this bibliography. After receiving positive feedback on previous 
research papers that were introduced with an anecdote, I employed the same technique to 
start off this essay. Furthermore, the language used in this essay was refined multiple 
times, leaving it efficient and effective. This essay could have been improved by 
including more positive points in favor of more student involvement in decision-making, 
rather than simply focusing on why the current college-pre-for-all system does not work. 
I enjoyed constructing this piece because it afforded me the opportunity to reflect on and 
write about something I am passionate about and has relevance. 
 
Writing 220 
Spitery, Sarah. “Written Rorschach.” Unpublished manuscript, University of Michigan.  
4 February 2014. 21 January 2015. 
 
Written Rorschach was the product of the Why I Write assignment in the gateway course. 
After getting over my general disdain for refectory writing and submitting a draft to the 
class for edits, I wrote the first piece (and only piece to date) of reflection that could stand 
on its own. As the first piece I completed for the writing minor, this piece displayed many 
elements that I had learned by the end of junior year. It was less flowery than other 
creative essays I completed at the beginning of college and certainly had a more 
professional tone, yet the organization, variety of sentence structure, exclusion of certain 
information, and use of metaphors gave the essay an element of mystery. Written 
Rorschach was the first reflective piece I was proud of, making it one of the key pieces 
I’ve created for the minor. 
 
Spitery, Sarah. “Where Are All the Women?” Unpublished manuscript, University of 
Michigan. 11 March 2014. 21 January 2015. 
 
Where Are All the Women? was created for my remediation project. It was based off of 
the untitled assignment I completed during BA 201 that listed female leaders as my role 
models. In this essay, I used persuasive devices to argue that through three key steps, 
women can increase their representation in Congressional leadership. This piece utilized 
professional writing techniques that I had continued to develop during my time in Ross in 
addition to lessons I had learned in journalism classes in high school. The piece was a 
hypothetical article that could be published in a women’s magazine, so I consulted 



similar pieces in the type of magazines it could be featured in to ensure I was using an 
appropriate style. This article was not one of my best pieces to come out of the gateway 
because it is not as unique as other projects completed during the course, but its polish 
makes it a good sample of persuasive, professional writing.  
 
Selection from MIW blog posts 
Spitery, Sarah. "Future MIW Kids: You'll Never Really Finish Anything." Sweetland 
Minor in Writing Blog. Sweetland Writing Center, 19 Apr. 2014. Web. 21 Jan. 2015. 
 
This blog post was created upon instruction from our teacher to write to future MIW 
cohorts with advice. My message is that with writing, or any art form, there will always 
be room for change. I felt that this was one of my most important takeaways from the 
gateway course, as I spent hours pouring over minute details that meant a lot to me but 
would go unnoticed by the reader. While it is important to complete multiple revisions, 
eventually the piece must be finished. I enjoyed writing this blog post because by this 
point, I had finally put aside my distaste for blogging. The post embodies certain 
strengths that I developed during the gateway course including strategic structuring, 
variety of sentence length, and attempted humor. The shorter sentences give it almost a 
frantic feel, which is what I was going for since I was in a frenzied state of mind at the 
time it was written. By this point in my writing development, I felt more confidant that 
my essays and blog posts could stand on their own in a portfolio or by themselves.  


